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The Empowered Billion
technology + media in Africa
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Sub-Saharan Cables Gigabits

SAT3/SAFE 340

TEAMS 1280

SEACOM 1280

Lion 1300

EASSy 1400

ACE 1920

MaIN OnE 1920

GLO-1 2500

WACS 5120

Total Designed Cap. 17060
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One Billion Strong
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1,000,000,000

One Billion Strong
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“the cheetah generation”
George B.N. Ayittey

One Billion Strong

Total Africa Under 15 US Population

9Saturday, July 10, 2010



10

Mobile Subscriptions
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450,000,000

Mobile Subscriptions
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Online Participation

15Saturday, July 10, 2010



16

67,000,000

Online Participation
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67,000,000
Africans on internet

Kenya
3.4

Egypt
13.5

Uganda
2.5

Rest
17.0

CAR
0.2

Nigeria
24.0

Zim
1.4

SA
5.0

SA Zim Nigeria CAR Rest Uganda Egypt Kenya

Online Participation
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67,000,000
Africans on internet

Rest of World
96%

Africa
4%

3.9%
Of global internet traffic

Online Participation
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The Connected Palm
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Within 5 years, the device 

in the palm of your hand...

The Connected Palm
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The Connected Palm

-Brian Herlihy 
SEACOM CEO 

                                               is 
going to be indistinguishable 
from a laptop by functionality

Within 5 years, the device 

in the palm of your hand...
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The Connected Palm
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Cameroon

Egypt

Guinea

Ivory Coast

Kenya

Mali

Mauritius

Niger South Africa

Uganda

The Connected Palm
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Innovation & Incubation Labs
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iHub

Kenya

Banta Labs

Senegal

Appfrica Labs

Uganda

Limbe Labs

Cameroon

Innovation & Incubation Labs
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Connectivity in action
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Connectivity in action
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Connectivity in action
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Connectivity in action
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51%
Households in SA without a single leisure book

Connectivity in action
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90%
of SA’s urban youth have access to a mobile phone

Connectivity in action

31Saturday, July 10, 2010



32

Connectivity in action
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10,000 reads

300 comments

1,500 ideas submitted

Connectivity in action
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Connectivity in action

photocredit:http://bop.nppa.org
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Connectivity in action

photocredit:http://bop.nppa.org

Crowdsourcing Journalism
Rise of participatory citizen reporting
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Connectivity in action

The Ushahidi Platform allows anyone 
to gather distributed data via SMS, 
email or web and visualize it on a 
map or timeline.

photocredit:http://bop.nppa.org

Crowdsourcing Journalism
Rise of participatory citizen reporting
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Al Jazeera

Swineflu

Vote Report India

Atlanta Crime Maps

Chile Earthquake

Wildlife Trackers

Congo Sudan 
Vote Monitor 

Haiti

Kenya

Connectivity in action

photocredit:http://bop.nppa.org
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+ = Citizen Journalism

Connectivity in action

38Saturday, July 10, 2010



39

Connectivity in action

Citizen Journalism… the 2009 Kampala Riots
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Citizen Journalism

Connectivity in action

Government shuts down 
traditional media outlets

Uganda Witness

… the 2009 Kampala Riots
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Connectivity in action

Citizen Journalism … the 2009 Nairobi Riots

41Saturday, July 10, 2010



42

Steve Jobs
February 1996, Wired Magazine
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“The Web is exciting for two reasons: One, it's 
ubiquitous. . . And anything that's ubiquitous 
gets interesting. 

...There's going to be a lot more innovation, and 
that will create a place where there isn't this dark 
cloud of dominance.”

Steve Jobs
February 1996, Wired Magazine

43Saturday, July 10, 2010



TMS Ruge

teddy@projectdiaspora.org

Twitter: @tmsruge

Facebook: TMS Ruge

www.projectdiaspora.org

www.tmsruge.com
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